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MY STORY

I started a personal blog when I was 15 years old. 

I anonymously wrote about living in Lebanon, as a gay man: I 
discussed school, family, coming out, religion, etc. 

As the blog became more and more popular, a group of activists 
asked me to join a team that would work on IDAHOT 
(International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia).  

Everyone was anonymous so we could only work online and 
individually. 



IDAHO 2011

The theme that we had chosen was “Share Your Story!” 

We asked people to send us a story or a piece of writing about 
being LGBT in Lebanon. We also allies to write about their 
friends and family. 

We advertised on Twitter and on our blogs online.

We put posters up in the streets to advertise our website 
without saying what it is about. 







My mother told me, ‘Live 
your life but no one 

needs to know’

They took me to many 
psychiatrists but they 
did not know what I 

had.



IDAHO 2012

The theme was “Uncensor Yourself” - movies with LGBT people 
were being censored by the government, many artists and singers 
too.

We wanted to keep the “story sharing” idea but add a different 
aspect to it. 

More people knew about us now and we got more stories and 
more participation. 

Newspapers wrote about our initiative.





Lebanon is NOT 
USA! We don’t 

have —— 
marriages

It is illegal to be —— in 
Lebanon

Watch out! They 
say that she is 

——

Watch out! They say 
that he is ——



If you raise your 
son right, he won’t 

become ——

She is 40 and not 
married? It looks 
like she likes ——

—— is a crime 
in Lebanon

Censorship





My friend and I did some street art at the time - this is 
in front of a church



IDAHO 2013

April 2013: Dekwaneh Abuse  
The Lebanese forces raided a gay-friendly night club  
All clients were taken to the police station and stripped naked  
The mayor said he wanted to know “what they were” 
The night-club was shut down 

IDAHO was a reaction to the abuse: more story sharing, focused 
on change in the law, the police abuse, etc. rather than personal 
experiences.



DEKWANEH ABUSE

Cruising spots for gay men were being exposed on television. 

Activists in Lebanon release a picture of the host partying in a 
gay nightclub in Mykonos. 

The host said he “will not apologize [for exposing the cinemas], 
because the breach of public morality is one thing, and sexual 
freedom is something else.”

We see the different expectations from upper-class men and 
people who cannot afford “the gay identity”



ARTICLE 534

Article of the Penal Code which prohibits “sexual intercourse 
contrary to the order of nature.”

Punishable offense, one year in jail.

Syrian refugees, workers and lower-class people are the most 
vulnerable.

When you are arrested, you are subject to torture, illegal testing 
(HIV and illegal drugs) and “tests for homosexuality.”



ANAL EXAMS - “TEST OF SHAME”

What are tests of shame?  

The insertion of fingers or 
objects in the rectum to to 

use as proof of male 
homosexuality. Used by 
doctors when the police 

arrests gay men for evidence 
in court. 

After the Dekwaneh 
Abuse, the Lebanese 
Order of Physicians 

prohibited doctors from 
performing the test 

since it is ineffective and 
it is a form of inhuman 

torture



But in Lebanon, corruption and power are more 
important than the law.  

This article came out on Wednesday (13/07/2016) saying 
that those tests are still being used today. 



PROUD LEBANON

One of two organizations 
that is working for LGBT 
people in Lebanon 
(officially registered under 
‘human rights’ 
organization because they 
cannot say that they work 
for LGBT people) 

proudlebanon.org

http://proudlebanon.org


Legal Support
Help people who are arrested under article 534 
of the Penal Code to find lawyers and provide 

legal support

Healthcare
Consolation with a LGBT-friendly physician  

STI and HIV testing and counseling 
Health care information sessions 

(No trans health?)

Psychosocial Support
Individualized, one-on-one psychotherapy 

counseling 
Art therapy sessions



LGBT IN THE MEDIA

Programs in major news channels, “What is homosexuality?” 

Positive point: Bringing awareness to the topic, telling the public 
that there are LGBT people in Lebanon, talk about the law, etc. 

Negative point: Saying that homosexuality is a disease, showing 
the LGBT lifestyle in a negative light, etc. 



• Interview with 
psychologist 

• Interview with urologist 
who said homosexuality 
is a disease

• Interview with a gay 
man whose parents 
divorced and grew up in 
an orphanage

• Section on how gay 
people meet, going out 
to a gay club and filming 
there

• Talk with a trans woman



IMAGE IN ENTERTAINMENT



LGBT IN THE MEDIA

No representation in the media.

When there is representation, it is negative and stereotypical. 

News channels with good intentions spread wrong ideas about 
LGBT identities. 

No role models for young people.



HAMED SINNO

Openly gay lead singer of band “Mashrou’ Leila” 

Very popular in Lebanon and across the world 

Give Lebanese people hope to be empowered, possibility to come out if they want to 



HAMED SINNO

Became very vocal after the Orlando attacks,  
“There is more aggression towards the Arab and the Muslim 
community in the U.S. than there is towards LGBT people in Lebanon.”  
“Some of us cannot mourn after the attack because we come from 
Muslim families.”

The band always write about social and political problems in 
Lebanon, gender and sexuality is only one aspect 



LEBANON AND THE WEST

“Queer Arabs face a dual struggle: we are battling oppressive forces 
within our own communities, and we are also resisting the global 
narrative that tries to use our “oppression” for broader military or 
political goals.”

- The Myth of Queer Arab Life by Saleem Haddad 



ISLAMOPHOBIA AND HOMOPHOBIA

Daech released a video throwing 2 gay men off a building: a 
message to the West, not to LGBT people in the Middle East. 

Stories like those of queer people in the Arab world (and 
women) are being used to justify military intervention in Syria 
and other countries.

Using the narrative of the “oppressed people” allows Western 
governments to justify their violence towards the Middle East. 



ISLAMOPHOBIA AND HOMOPHOBIA

Arrests in Egypt and Lebanon are used by Western activist groups as 
stories of “liberation” - but the men arrested hid their faces, hide 
their identity 

How can we talk about “gay liberation” when they are desperately 
hiding? 

Same-sex practices remind us of the Western socio-political identity 
of gayness but there is something inherently different about “Western 
pride” and “Arab shame” 

Different narratives > different ways of liberation



WHO HAS A VOICE?

Lebanese people abroad or with dual-citizenship

Lebanese people with money/power/influence/etc.

Cisgender men 

Those people can afford to go out in private clubs, they are 
protected from police violence and arrest, they can advocate for 
LGBT rights without fear for their safety, etc.  



WHO DOESN’T HAVE A VOICE?

Refugees from Syria and Palestine 

Working class people 

Women and transgender people

Those people need to focus on their own survival, they are the 
most vulnerable to police arrests and inhumane treatment, their 
position in society does not allow them to be vocal about 
LGBT rights, etc. 




